
The majority of people in the U.S. criminal justice system are not held in secure correctional facilities, but under 
correctional supervision in their communities. The two main types of community supervision are probation, a court 
order through which a person is placed under the supervision of a probation field staff member and is expected to meet 
certain standards of conduct; and parole, the term of supervision that occurs once someone is conditionally released 
to the community after serving a prison term.

Improving Outcomes for People under Community Supervision 

Between 1980 and 2008, the number of adults on 

probation or parole grew from 1.3 to 5.1 million.1

381%

The adult parole population increased  

by 12,800 people from 2014 to 2015.4 

of people in the 
criminal justice 

system were on 
probation in 2016.5 

Approximately

 1 in 53 
U.S. adults were 
under community 

supervision at 
yearend 2015.2

56%Approximately two-thirds of people released 

from state prisons in 2005 were arrested 

for a new crime within 3 years, and three-

quarters were arrested within 5 years.3



For more information, visit www.csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/face-to-face/.
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Explore how supervision 
officers can respond to 

noncriminal violations of 
supervision conditions 

without sending people 
back to court, jail, or prison.

Find out if the assessment 
tools used to estimate the 
risk of recidivism for people 
on community supervision 
have been validated on 
your state’s population within 
the last five years in order to 

determine whether they 
are working properly 

and without bias.
Review the allocation of community 
supervision resources in your state, 

as research shows that focusing treatment and 
supervision in the first one to two years of community 

supervision for those assessed as most likely to reoffend 
can have the greatest impact.6 

Conduct a statewide 
review of state-funded 
correctional programming 
to gauge whether programs are 
reaching the right people, using the 

right curricula, and being delivered 
properly.

What  
Policymakers
Can Do

Ensure that recidivism rates 
of people on probation and 

parole are being tracked by multiple 
measures and reported publicly.
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