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Recap and 
Overview 1
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We are conducting a review of the criminal justice system, 
examining it from end to end.
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Today’s presentation will focus on sentencing trends.
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Drug offenses drive felony sentencing in Arkansas.
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Sentencing 
Trends 2

The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 7



The data in this presentation came primarily from the 
Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Approximately 17 percent of all reported crimes are 
prosecuted in circuit courts.

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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The proportion of cases prosecuted out of all felony case filings 
has remained consistent at an average of 80 percent.

Felony Case Filings and Dispositions: 2013–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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The change in case filings per capita between 2013 and 
2022 varies by judicial circuit.

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts. 
See Appendix A for more information.
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Prosecutions for all serious violent index crimes increased 
except for robbery.

Prosecuted Serious Violent Crimes: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
See Appendix B for more information.

The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 12



Prosecuted charges for crimes against society are nearly 
4 times higher than for crimes against persons.

Offenses Prosecuted by Offense Type: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
See Appendix C for more information.
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Felony drug offenses exceed all other types of society 
offenses.

Breakdown of Prosecuted Society Offenses: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts. See Appendix A 
for additional information
See Appendix D for more information.
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Probation is the most common sentencing outcome for 
dispositions where a drug violation is the most serious offense.

Type of Dispositions for Initial Sentencing Events: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
See Appendix E for more information.
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Arkansas has a variety of sentencing options for people 
convicted of felony offenses. 

Title 16 of the Arkansas Code, "Practice, Procedure, and Courts"
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Probation is the most frequent sentence imposed in 
Arkansas. 

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts; 
Texas Office of Court Administration, Court Activity Reporting and Directory System, ad hoc report for district court activity 
for FY2022; North Carolina Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission, FY2022 Structured Sentencing Statistical Report; 
Conversation with Kansas Sentencing Commission director, October 2024.
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Dispositions to prison and community correction centers fell in 
2020 due to the pandemic but have returned to pre-COVID levels.

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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In 2022, 40 percent of dispositions were for drug offenses, 
43 percent of which were for possession. 

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Summary from Dispositions and Sentencing Outcomes

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Sentences to 
CCCs and 
Probation 3
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REMINDER: Community Corrections Centers (CCCs) are an 
important feature of the Arkansas system.

Arkansas Department of Corrections, Recidivism in Arkansas: A Roadmap to Reform (North Little Rock, AR: Arkansas Department of Corrections, 

2021), https://doc.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Recidivism-in-Arkansas-A-Roadmap-to-Reform-April29_2022-single_BOC_FINAL.pdf; 

The Division of Community Correction Arkansas Department of Corrections, Annual Report FY2021 (North Little Rock, AR: Arkansas Department of 

Corrections, 2021), https://doc.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ACC-Annual-Report-2021-4-29-2022_FINAL_BOC.pdf. The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 22
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A Quick Guide to Community Correction Centers

• In 1993, the legislature passed Act 531 -- The Community 

Punishment Act, which created the Arkansas Department of 

Community Correction. Within that Act, was a provision for the 

creation of Regional Punishment Facilities, predecessors to today’s 

Community Correction Centers (CCCs). 

• In 1997, Community Punishment Centers were implemented using 

the modified therapeutic community model. This was guided by 

research aimed at reducing the cost of corrections in Arkansas by 

directly impacting recidivism.

• The Arkansas Division of Community Correction operates six CCCs, 

which are residential correctional facilities that provide security, 

treatment programs, life skills, and other services designed to 

promote the avoidance of criminal behavior and reduce the need 

for longer-term incarceration.

1993 Ark. ALS 531, 1993 Ark. Acts 531, 1993 Ark. HB 1464; https://doc.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/Community-
Correction-Centers-Quick-Reference-Guide-May-2024.pdf; https://doc.arkansas.gov/community-correction/about-
us/history-goals/
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Eligibility for CCCs is determined by statute but general 
eligibility criteria include the following.

Ark. Code Ann. § 16-93-1202
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Target Offenses

Property Society

▪ Theft/theft by receiving

▪ Fraudulent use of a credit/debit 

card

▪ Violation of the Arkansas Hot 

Check Law

▪ Criminal mischief in the first or 

second degree

▪ Commercial burglary

▪ Breaking or entering 

▪ Endangering the welfare of a 

minor in the first degree

▪ Failure to appear

▪ Drug paraphernalia

▪ Driving or boating while 

intoxicated, fourth or 

subsequent offense

▪ Leaving the scene of an 

accident resulting in death or 

injury

▪ A controlled substance felony, 

other than trafficking a 

controlled substance

▪ An unclassified felony for which 

the prescribed limitations on 

the sentence do not exceed the 

prescribed limitations for a 

Class B felony and that is not 

violent or sexual

▪ A Class B felony, Class C felony, 

or Class D felony that is not 

violent or sexual and that meets 

the eligibility criteria determined 

by the General Assembly to 

have significant impact on the 

use of correctional resources

▪ Solicitation, attempt, or 

conspiracy to commit an 

offense listed in this subdivision

Ark. Code Ann. § 16-93-1202
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There are currently six CCCs in the state one of which is closing 
soon. 

*The Omega Center provides an alternative 90-day minimum treatment program for male offenders who 
commit technical violations while on parole/post-release supervision.
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There is notable regional variation in the percentage of cases 
disposed to CCCs between 2018 and 2022 by judicial circuit.

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
See Appendix E for more information.
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REMINDER: Community Corrections Centers (CCCs) are operating 
at capacity, with nearly a third of placements going to supervision 
sanctions. 

* The Northwest CCC is slated to close and has been in the process of relocating residents. Before that began, in April of 2024, the CCC had been operating at 100% 

capacity; The Division of Community Correction Arkansas Department of Corrections, ACC Director’s Reports (North Little Rock, AR: Arkansas Department of Corrections, 

2023), https://doc.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/Division-of-Community-Correction-Directors-Board-Report_-August-2024.pdf. The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 28



Here is some of what we’ve heard about CCCs from staff, 
residents, and others.
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CCCs have many strengths, with opportunities for further improvement.
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Nine Principles of Effective Intervention 

Adapted from Brad Bogue, Implementing Evidence-Based Practice in Community 
Corrections: The Principles of Effective Intervention (National Institute of Corrections and 
Crime and Justice Institute, 2004), https://nicic.gov/implementing-evidence-based-
practice-community-corrections-principles-effective-intervention.  
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Here’s what we’ve seen on how CCCs implement evidence-
based practices.

Adapted from Brad Bogue, Implementing Evidence-Based Practice in Community Corrections: The 
Principles of Effective Intervention (National Institute of Corrections and Crime and Justice Institute, 
2004), https://nicic.gov/implementing-evidence-based-practice-community-corrections-principles-
effective-intervention.  
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There are 11 Community Supervision Areas in the state; we have 
visited five CSOs across three different areas.

CSG Justice Center staff have 

visited five CSOs across three 

different areas to meet with 

staff and clients. 
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Here is some of what we’ve heard about community 
supervision from staff.

CSG Justice Center focus groups with community supervision area managers, assistant area managers, and officers conducted April–
September 2024. The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 34



Despite passionate staff, community supervision officers are limited by 
high caseloads and insufficient resources.
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Here’s what we’ve seen on how Community Supervision is 
implementing evidence-based practices.

Assess risk, needs, and responsivity.

Enhance intrinsic motivation.

Target interventions based on 
assessments and appropriate dosage.

Time and order interventions strategically 
to have the maximum impact.

Ensure adequate investment in and 

access to proven programs.

Use assessment-driven case planning 
to facilitate behavior change.

Respond effectively to negative behavior 
and increase positive reinforcement.

Engage with supports in the community.

Measure outcomes and provide 

feedback. 

Adapted from Brad Bogue, Implementing Evidence-Based Practice in Community Corrections: The 
Principles of Effective Intervention (National Institute of Corrections and Crime and Justice Institute, 
2004), https://nicic.gov/implementing-evidence-based-practice-community-corrections-principles-
effective-intervention.  
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Programming delivered in the community can be more 
effective and less expensive than programming in prison.

“Benefit-Cost Results,” Washington State Institute for Public Policy, accessed February 19, 2021, 
https://www.wsipp.wa.gov/BenefitCost?topicId=2; “Incarceration Costs Significantly More than Supervision,” United 
States Courts, accessed February 19, 2021, https://www.uscourts.gov/news/2017/08/17/incarceration-costs-
significantly-more-supervision. 
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Summary of CCCs and Probation

• Community Corrections Officers are dedicated and hardworking but are facing 
significant systemic hurdles preventing them from having the greatest amount 
of impact in their work.

• Both qualitative and quantitative assessments indicate that CCCs have a 
profound impact—both on the individuals who pass through them and on the 
overall outcomes for the entire population they serve.

• Increased investment in CCCs/the CCC model has the potential to yield 
impressive results.

• Well-resourced, evidence-based community-based behavioral health treatment 
can address root-cause problems more successfully and in a far more cost-
effective manner, ultimately avoiding costly prison stays.



Revocations 
and 

Reconvictions 4
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Probation revocations comprise approximately 18 percent 
of cases decided by judges annually.

Proportion of Cases Involving Probation Revocations: 2016–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Approximately one-third of people who are revoked from 
probation are sent to prison. 

Dispositions of Probation Revocations: 2016–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Approximately one-third of people convicted of a felony had 
been convicted of a felony in the preceding 5 years.

Percent of Cases with Prior Felony Convictions: 2019–2022

Felony reconvictions 

measure continued 

engagement in criminal 

activity.

33 percent of people 

convicted in 2022 had 

been convicted of a 

felony offense within the 

preceding five years, 

averaging 7,500 people 

per year.

This figure includes individuals whose periods of incarceration are longer than 5 years. CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data 
provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Reconviction cases most frequently result in sentences to 
prison or probation.

Dispositions for Reconviction Cases: 2019–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Summary of Revocations and Reconvictions
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Conclusion 5

The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 46



Key Takeaways from Today’s Presentation  

Dispositions: Dispositions to prison and community correction centers have increased 
from 2014 to 2019 and are increasing again.

Outcomes: Felony drug offenses exceed all other types of society offenses.

Revocations: Approximately one-third of people who are revoked from probation are 
sent to prison.

Reconvictions: Drug offenses were the most frequently prosecuted type of crime in 
reconviction cases.

CCCs: Community Correction Centers offer a model for successful intervention that can 
be strengthened and expanded.

Probation: Enhanced systemic support for probation officers’ work may yield better 
outcomes.
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Key Data Takeaways on Crime and Arrests

The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 48



Summary of Crime and Arrest Data

CSG Justice Center analysis of National Incident Based Reporting system data, using Jacob Kaplan’s Concatenated Files: National Incident-Based Reporting System 

(NIBRS) Data, 1991-2022. Ann Arbor, MI: Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research [distributor], 2023-10-28. http://doi.org/10.3886/E118281V9; 

CSG Justice Center analysis of 2022 case-level arrest data provided by the Arkansas Crime Information Center and of 2013-2022 case-level supervision data provided 

by the Arkansas Department of Corrections. The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 49
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New: National crime estimates were released in September 
for 2023 crime rates.

Arkansas’s index violent crime rate declined again 

in 2023 but remains higher than in 2019.

The Index Violent Crime Rate is composed of four 

serious violent offenses:

• Murder/Non-negligent Homicide

• Rape

• Aggravated Assault

• Robbery

Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Summary Reporting System (SRS) data, “estimated_crimes_1979_2023.csv”, 
https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/webapp/#/pages/downloads. 
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Key Concerns Across the Criminal Justice System

Behavioral Health: There is insufficient highly-quality, evidence-based programming 
available to meet the needs of individuals in the criminal justice system in the 
community or within facilities.

Staffing: Low pay for community supervision and correctional officers results in 
challenges with recruiting and retaining staff, exacerbating other challenges.

Coordination: Incomplete information-sharing inhibits smooth cooperation and results in 
inefficiencies.

Resource Allocation: Current systems and practices make it difficult for individuals to 
receive targeted, individualized interventions that correspond to their specific needs.
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Discussion Questions

Today we’ve highlighted some strengths in your system. 
What can meaningfully deepen the impact of those or 
other existing strengths? 

What are the biggest obstacles that stand between 
where you are now and where you’d like your system to 
be?

What are changes that can have an immediate impact 
and some that are more long-term investments?
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Our research team 
continues to 
analyze state data 
to provide insights 
into what is 
happening across 
the state.
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The CSG Justice Center team still plans to do the following.
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Today we talked about charges and sentencing patterns. In 
November, we will cover prisons and probation/parole.
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Join our distribution list to receive updates and announcements: 

https://csgjusticecenter.org/resources/newsletters/

Thank You!

For more information, please contact Estrella López at elopez@csg.org. 

Cover photo credit: W.scott Mcgill
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Appendix A: 
Judicial Case Filings Per Capita 2013-2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the 
Courts. The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 58



Appendix B: 
Prosecuted Serious Violent Crimes: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Court
The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 59



Appendix C: 
Offenses Prosecuted by Offense Type: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 60



Appendix D: 
Prosecuted Society Offenses by type: 2014–2022 

CSG Justice Center analysis of case level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts. See Appendix A 
for additional information
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Appendix E: Type of Dispositions for Initial Sentencing 
Events: 2014–2022

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
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Appendix F: Cases disposed to CCCs by judicial circuit 
(2018–2022)

CSG Justice Center analysis of case-level sentencing data provided by the Arkansas Administrative Office of the Courts.
The Council of State Governments Justice Center | 63
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