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So far, CSG Justice Center staff have met with nearly half of 
the task force members to understand your top priorities. 
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Emerging Themes

Task force members clearly want to ensure that incarcerated individuals are 
set up for success upon release. This includes:

What are other areas this group should examine?
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Having timely 
access to state 
data is critical to 
the success of this 
project.
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The CSG Justice Center is here to work with the task force to meet 
the goals outlined in the preliminary report.
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How can we learn 
from your experiences 
with the criminal 
justice system?

Travel across the state visiting 
community leaders, local law 
enforcement, and county 
representatives to:

▪ Assess programming for 
incarcerated individuals, people 
reentering the community, and 
individuals on supervision.

▪ Learn about forces impacting 
recidivism directly from people who 
best understand them.
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We will learn more about Arkansas’s criminal justice 
system through those who know it best.

CSG Justice center staff plan to conduct 

reentry and supervision assessments across 

the state. As part of that process, we would 

like to do the following:

• Cover both urban and rural areas. 

• Meet with different types of practitioners to 

take a comprehensive look at your criminal 

justice system.

• Use data to inform and deepen 

conversations.

Is there something you would add?
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These are some of the questions we want to answer.

Why do people return to prison, 

and how have those factors 

changed—or not—over the last 

decade?

• Where have previous initiatives 
aimed at reducing recidivism in 
Arkansas succeeded or failed in 
your view?

• Can existing resources within and 
outside prison walls better 
correspond to the needs of the 
population? What will this take?

What are the costs (fiscal, 

human, systemic) when 

someone cycles in and out of 

the criminal justice system?

• From your perspective, who bears 

the heaviest of these costs, locally 

and at the state level? 

• What do you see as the statewide 

ripple effects of these costs?

What types of behaviors 

and/or criminal activities are 

driving recidivism in 

Arkansas?

• How much of Arkansas’s recidivism 

is driven by new criminal activity, 

including violent crime?

• What information do you want to see 

analyzed further to understand the 

relationship between crime and 

recidivism?

We will rely on you as well as other experts and leaders in 
Arkansas to answer these questions.
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Join our distribution list to receive updates and announcements: 

https://csgjusticecenter.org/resources/newsletters/

Thank You!

For more information, please contact Estrella López at elopez@csg.org. 

Cover photo credit: W.scott Mcgill
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