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The Challenge: 

Youth arrests for violent offenses overall 
remain historically low. However, post-
pandemic, youth arrests for homicide and 
weapons surged. 
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Overall, arrests for youth violence declined 54 percent from 2000 to 2022, 
and in 2022, remained near historical lows.
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However, youth arrests for homicides have increased for a decade and 
surged in 2022 to never-before-seen levels.
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Arrests for weapons offenses spiked in 2022 to levels not seen for a decade. 



6

Public concern, media coverage, and political divisiveness on 
youth crime and violence is currently at levels not seen since the mid-1990s.
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Most youth involved in the 
juvenile justice system 
have not caused physical 
harm to another person. 

Proportion of All Youth at Each Decision Point Whose Most 

Serious Offense Was a Non-Person Delinquent Offense

70%
Arrest = 
~250,000

62%
Probation = 
~106,000

62%
Incarceration =
~24,000
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Thank you.

Christina Gilbert
cgilbert@csg.org

The presentation was developed by members of The Council of State Governments Justice Center staff. The statements made reflect the views of the authors and should not be considered the official position of The Council 
of State Governments Justice Center, the members of The Council of State Governments, or the funding agency supporting the work.
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