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Speakers

• Ashley Brown, Crossover Youth Policy and Practice Coordinator, Kansas Department for Children 

and Families

• Dr. Megan Davidson, Program Director, Behavioral Health, CSG Justice Center

• Destini Gillian, Justice Involved Services Coordinator, Kansas Department for Aging and 

Disability Services

• Clay McCarter, Director of Special Projects/Early Intervention, Kansas Department of 

Corrections

• Mario Salinas, Deputy Director of Juvenile Programs, Sedgwick County Department of 

Corrections

• Stephanie Ueberall, Deputy Program Director, Corrections and Reentry, CSG Justice Center
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The Council of State Governments Justice Center

We are a national nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that 
combines the power of a membership association, serving state 
officials in all three branches of government, with policy and 
research expertise to develop strategies that increase public safety 
and strengthen communities.
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How We Work

• We bring people together

• We drive the criminal justice field forward with original research

• We build momentum for policy change

• We provide expert assistance
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We’ve helped improve 
outcomes for millions 
of youth and families in 
contact with the juvenile 
justice system across the 
country.
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CSG Justice Center Signature Behavioral 
Health Initiatives  
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Stepping Up is a national initiative focused on strengthening 

coordinated responses to safely reduce the over-representation of 

people with behavioral health needs in jail.

#StepUp4MentalHealth

www.StepUpTogether.org
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National Estimates of This Crisis

Of the 8 MILLION bookings to jails annually, about 1.3 MILLION involve 
people with serious mental illnesses (SMI).

Source: H. J. Steadman et al., “Prevalence of Serious Mental Illness Among Jail Inmates,” Psychiatric Services 6, no. 60 (2009): 761–765. 
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Key Pillars of the Initiative 
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Most youth in detention have behavioral 
health needs.

Nationally, 60–70 percent of youth in 
detention have a mental health need, 
compared to 20 percent of the 
general youth population. 

Jennifer E. Duchschere et al, “Addressing a Mental Health Intervention Gap in Juvenile Detention: A Pilot Study,” Evidence-Based 
Practice in Child and Adolescent Mental Health, 8, no. 1 (2023):236-251. 
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Diverting youth with behavioral health needs from 
the juvenile justice system promotes better public 
safety. 

Elizabeth Cauffman, Jordan Beardslee, Adam Fine, Paul J. Frick, Laurence Steinberg, “Crossroads in juvenile justice: The impact of initial processing 
decision on youth 5 years after first arrest,” Development and Psychopathology, 33, no. 2 (2021):700-713.
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Kansas is the FIRST state in the nation to 
launch a statewide Stepping Up for Youth 
Initiative. 

This initiative is led by:
• Kansas Department of 

Corrections (KDOC)
• Kansas Department for 

Aging and Disability Services 
(KDADS)

• Kansas Department for 
Children and Families (DCF)
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Stepping Up for Youth in Kansas

Stepping Up for Youth in Kansas18



State and Local Components of Stepping 
Up for Youth in Kansas
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We examined key intersections of juvenile 
justice and behavioral health interventions. 
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Key State Assessment 
Findings and 
Recommendations
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Key Findings from the State Assessment

• Many youth in Kansas have behavioral health needs and are pushed 
into the juvenile justice system primarily to receive services, rather 
than because they are a public safety risk.

• Kansas lacks a coordinated, statewide, cross-systems network of 
community-based services to meet youth’s needs, protect public 
safety, and ensure resources are used efficiently. 

• Youth end up in costly detention or correctional facilities due to the 
lack of community-based services, and there is a lack of consistency 
in the services they receive in such facilities statewide. 
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Two-thirds of youth in 
Kansas with a major 
depressive episode did not 
receive mental health 
services.

“Mental Health America Youth Data,” Mental Health America, accessed August 28, 2024,  
https://mhanational.org/issues/2024/mental-health-america-youth-data. MHA reported data from SAMHSA’s 
Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health.
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85 percent of youth 
detained in Kansas 
screened positive on the 
GAIN-Short Screener for 
mental health or 
substance use needs.
KDOC, Detention GAIN-SS Report, 2025.
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Youth in the KS Juvenile Correctional 
Complex have significant behavioral health 
needs.

KDOC, KJCC Mental Health Services Report, 2023-2024.
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Develop an early intervention system for 
youth.
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Develop statewide detention standards.
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Local Technical Assistance: 
Piloting Framework for 
Youth in Kansas
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Launch of Stepping Up for Youth TA Center 
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SU-Y Pilot 
Site 

Counties 
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Structure of Framework
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Stepping Up 
for Youth 

Framework
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Pilot Activities and Status
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Thank You!
Megan Davidson, 
mdavidson@csg.org

Stephanie Ueberall

sueberall@csg.org

The presentation was developed by members of The Council of State Governments Justice Center staff. 
The statements made reflect the views of the authors and should not be considered the official position 
of The Council of State Governments Justice Center, the members of The Council of State Governments, 

or the funding agency supporting the work.​ 

© 2025 The Council of State Governments Justice Center​
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