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The Council of State Governments Justice Center

We are a national nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that combines
the power of a membership association, serving state officials in all
three branches of government, with policy and research expertise
to develop strategies that increase public safety and strengthen
communities.
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How We Work

« We bring people together
« We drive the criminal justice field forward with original research
« We build momentum for policy change

« We provide expert assistance
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Agenda

I. States Defining Reentry Success

II. Ciritical Elements to Measure Beyond Recidivism
III. Understanding Recidivism

IV. Redefining Success for Correctional Agencies

V. Nontraditional Metrics to Address Recidivism
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Speakers

Dr. I_\licol_e Jar_rett Dr. Ronald Day Brian Wittrup Dr. Lucas Malishchak
Senior Poll_cy Advisor Chief Operating Officer Chief of Strategy and Policy Deputy Secretary
CSG Justice Center Fortune Society Ohio Department of Rehabilitation Pennsylvania Department of Corrections
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Reentry 2030 states are defining
reentry success.
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Reentry 2030 is a

to dramatically
Improve reentry
success for people
exiting prison and
those under
supervision.
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Missouri

« 100%b0 of incarcerated Missourians who
need career services receive them.

« 8590 of formerly incarcerated
individuals will be employed within 30
days of release.

» 80% of formerly incarcerated EEMTM?‘ 3
individuals will maintain employment for R et e
at least 9 months after release.
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Nebraska

» Increase reentry success rate by 15%o.

* Promote education, including a 30% increase
in GED completion during incarceration.

« Ensure 100% of eligible individuals who are
incarcerated are enrolled in Medicaid.

« Assist 100% of individuals who are
incarcerated with obtaining state IDs and birth
certificates prior to release.

* Provide support so that at least 90%b of
individuals who are released will be gainfully [ﬁ

T

employed within 30 days of parole placement. RANSFORM )¢ &
Nebraska(™ =&

Development
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North Carolina
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Improve economic mobility.

Improve mental and physical health.

Expand housing opportunities.

Remove barriers to successful
community reintegration.
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M u I p e a g enCIeS Low Employment Rates 'and Low Wage Earnings After Exiting Prison

h O I d va I u a b I e Employment and wage outcomes in North Carolina (2021)

0 u tco m es d ata n % employed Real median annual wage earnings

61% $32,710

49%

The North Carolina Reentry
Outcome Reporting System
(NC-RORS) tracks post-

release employment data to

) $7,343
help improve reentry efforts. .
Formerly incarcerated All individuals (age 16+) Formerly incarcerated All workers
(within one year after (employed within one
exiting prison) year after exiting prison)

NC Department of Commerce, Labor & Economic Analysis Division (LEAD)
Source: analysis of data from North Carolina Common Follow-up System and US Census Bureau
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Measuring Reentry Success

Recidivism Progression

Employment and Financial Stability

Housing Security

Health and Wellbeing

Social Reintegration
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Beyond Recidivism:
Redefining Measures to
Understand Reentry Success

To measure reentry success, states must look beyond recidivism, the
traditional metric of re-arrest, conviction, or incarceration within a defined
time period following justice system involvement. Measuring recidivism
is valuable, but it offers a limited view of the complex challenges faced by
people reentering communities from incarceration.

Measuring recidivism alone overlooks critical aspects
of reintegration that directly impact public safety and
individual well-being. Recidivism rates don't capture
whether people are stably housed, employed, or
participating in substance use treatment—all factors
that are essential indicators of successful reintegration.

Tracking and reporting on a broader set of measures
allows states, particularly corrections systems and
community-based organizations, to assess the
effectiveness of reentry services and initiatives
holistically, make more informed decisions, improve
individual outcomes, and optimize resource allocation.?
To see examples of how some states are applying
these measures beyond recidivism, explore the
goals that Reentry 2030 states are setting to redefine
successful reentry.

Collaboration Across
State Agencies

Tracking meaningful reentry outcome categories
requires a coordinated, multi-agency approach.
Collaboration among corrections, education, health
care, housing, social services, and workforce
development systems and agencies ensures access
to integrated resources. It also reduces service silos
and provides a more comprehensive understanding
of the reentry process. In addition, leveraging shared
data systems or establishing data-sharing agreements
enhances accountability, streamlines referrals, and
supports informed decision-making.

Critical Elements to Measure
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Understanding Recidivism

Dr. Ronald Day, The Fortune Society
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Redefining Success for
Correctional Agencies

Brian Wittrup, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction
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Nontraditional Metrics to
Address Recidivism

Dr. Lucas Malishchak, Pennsylvania Department of Corrections

REENTRY 55§ |,

'\30 ’. enter



Questions & Answers
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Thank You!

Join our distribution list to receive updates and
announcements:

https://csgjusticecenter.org/resources/newsletters/

For more information, please contact Nicole Jarrett at
njarrett@csg.org

The presentation was developed by members of The Council of State Governments Justice Center staff. The statements
made reflect the views of the authors and should not be considered the official position of The Council of State
Governments Justice Center, the members of The Council of State Governments, or the funding agency supporting the
Work.

© 2025 The Council of State Governments Justice Center

cENTRY ﬂ Justice

16 Beyond Recidivism \30 o= | Center
-


https://csgjusticecenter.org/resources/newsletters/



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Beyond Recidivism Webinar Sep 2025-1.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Leslie Griffin


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
